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Public Invited to Comment 
on Proposed Minor Air Permit for Shell Drilling Rig 

EPA is proposing to issue an air quality permit to Shell Offshore, Inc. (Shell). The 
permit would regulate air emissions from the Kulluk floating drilling platform. The 
Kulluk would be used by the company to explore for oil and gas beneath the Outer 
Continental Shelf (OCS) of the Beaufort Sea. Support vessels to the Kulluk would 
include ice breakers, an anchor handler, re-supply ship, and oil spill response vessels. 
EPA has found that air emissions authorized under this permit would have no adverse 
effect on public health. All health-based ambient air quality standards would be met. 

EPA has prepared a detailed document called a "statement of basis" which explains the 
technical and legal rationale for this preliminary permit decision. This document, along 
with the company's application and the proposed permit, is available for public review. 

Public Comment Period:
 
February 25 to April 1, 2008
 

Background 

In December 2006, Shell submitted two air permit applications. The applications covered 
air emissions from two drill rigs, the Kulluk and the Frontier Discoverer. The drill rigs 
were to be used for exploratory oil and gas drilling on the Beaufort Sea OCS. Shell 
applied for "minor" permits and requested that NOx emissions be limited to less than 245 
tons per year at each drill site. With these limits, Shell was not required to go through the 
more rigorous "major" PSD permitting process. The PSD process includes a review of 
best available control technology. 

On May 8, 2007, EPA held a public hearing in Nuiqsut on the two proposed air permits. 
At the hearing, people expressed concerns about the permits and the permitting process. 
In June 2007, EPA responded to comments from the public and issued the two minor 
permits. Before the permits became effective, parties petitioned EPA's Environmental 
Appeals Board (EAB). 



On September 14,2007, the EAB remanded the permits back to EPA. The EAB ordered 
EPA to provide a rational basis for its decision to disaggregate emissions from drill sites 
located more than 500 meters apart, or to modify its determination of the source. 

Since that time, Shell has asked EPA to suspend permitting activity for the second 
drilling rig, the Frontier Discoverer. EPA will not finalize that air permit until further 
notice from Shell. 

EPA has reviewed new and existing material related to revising the permit for Shell's 
Kulluk drilling rig and its associated activities. Based on this review, EPA has: 

o 
:~ modified its determination as to what constitutes a single stationary source, 

~	 revised the ambient air impact analysis, and 
added or modified some permit terms and conditions. 

The supplemental statement of basis explains EPA's rationale for proposing a minor 
permit, rather than a major permit. The statement also describes the new air quality 
impact analysis. 
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I Opportunity for Public Comment 

You are invited to comment on the revised portions of the proposed permit. The public 
comment period runs from February 25 to Aprill, 2008. To honor the whaling season 
on the North Slope, EPA has scheduled the comment period to avoid this timeframe. 

Comments shall be directed to: Dan Mahar, EPA Region 10, 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 
900, AWT-107, Seattle, WA 98101, or bye-mail to RIO-Public_Comments@epa.gov. 

Public Meetings and Hearings 

If there is sufficient public interest, community informational meetings will take place at 
3 p.m. and public hearings will take place at 7 p.m. as noted: 

March 25, 2008 * March 26, 2008 March 27, 2008 

Barrow City Chambers 
2022 Ahkovak Street 

Kaktovik City Office 
2051 Barter Avenue 

Kisik Community Center 
2230 2nd Street 

Barrow, AK 99723 Kaktovik, AK 99747 Nuiqsut, AK 99789 

* DUE TO FLIGHT SCHEDULE CHANGES, THE KAKTOVIK INFORMATIONAL 

MEETING HAS BEEN DELAY TO 5 PM. 

To express interest in attending, contact Dan Mahar as noted below. EPA may cancel 
public meetings and hearings if there is lack of significant interest. It is not necessary to 
attend a public hearing in order to submit written comments. 
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Documents 

The record for this permit action includes Shell's application and all data submitted by 
Shell, the statement of basis, the supplemental statement of basis, the proposed revised 
permit and all other materials relied on by EPA. The application, the supplemental 
statement of basis, and the proposed revised permit are available at the locations listed 
below. Please call the locations for specific times the information is available. 

Tuzzy Consortium Library, 5421 N. Star Street, Barrow, AK 99723, (907) 852-4050 

Kaktovik City Office, 2051 Barter Avenue, Kaktovik, AK 99747, (907) 640-6313 

Nuiqsut City Office, 2230 2nd Avenue, Nuiqsut, AK 99789, (907) 480-6727 . 

Wainwright City Office, 1217 Airport Road, Wainwright, AK, 99782, (907) 763-2815 

Point Hope City Office, 530 Natchiq Street, Point Hope, AK 99766, (907) 368-2537 

Atqasuk City Office, 5010 Ekosik Street, Atqasuk, AK 99791, (907) 633-6811 

Anaktuvuk Pass City Office, 3031 Airport Rd, Anaktuvuk Pass, AK 99721, (907) 661­
3612 

Kali School Library, 1029 Ugrak Avenue, Point Lay, AK 99759, (907) 833-2312 

EPA Alaska Operations Office, Federal Bldg Room 537, 222 W 7th Ave #19, 
Anchorage, AK 99513, (907) 271-5083
 

The record is available for viewing at the EPA Region 10 Library, 1200 Sixth Avenue,
 
Seattle, WA 98101, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., and from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., Monday
 
through Friday. The record is also available electronically (on CD) upon request.
 

For More Information 

Dan Mahar, Shell OCS Project Coordinator 
EPA Region 10, Seattle, Washington 

206-553-7079 or toll-free 800-424-4372 
mahar.dan@epa.gov 

More information can be found at EPA's website: 
http:/Nosemite.epa.gov/RI0/AIRPAGE.NSF/Permits/OCS 
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